
Cecil Hiawatha Smith, Ph.D., P.E.                                             214-368-6852
FOUNDATION/STRUCTURAL ENGINEER SINCE 1954
Available in Dallas/Fort Worth Metropolitan and North Texas area.
 [REG. #11393] -FIXED FEE 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
B.S.C.E. from University of Texas at Austin. 
M.S. in Soil Mechanics from Harvard University. 
Soil Test Supervisor, S.W. Division Lab for 5 District projects -Corps of Engineers. 
Design and Field Engineer, Fort Worth District for dams and levees, North Dallas to San Antonio. 
Test Supervisor, Phillips Petroleum, region between Salt Lake City and North Sea. 
Ph.D. Hydraulics and Hydrology from University of Texas at Austin (for effects of water on soil characteristics). 
Professor of Soil Mechanics and Fluid Mechanics for 37 years at SMU (Southern Methodist University, Dallas) 
consulting on high rise buildings in Dallas, and collapsing soil problems in New Mexico. 
Professional Engineer of the year 2001, TSPE 
Life Member ASCE 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
Texas Society of Professional Engineers 

Proper engineering consists of good design and careful construction. There are about 7 or 8 
variations of design for support systems, some of which I wouldn't recommend if they were 
giving away the materials and work for free. With a good design the question is how well it fits 
the client's needs, how effective the workmanship, and the details (true value) of the 
"guarantee".

Since I retired I have been involved with the "house repair" side of the local problems of 
swelling soils. I believe that there has been considerable overcharging by the industry and 
would like to help the homeowner both with buying and selling the home to get the better 
value. I would like to review any proposal of any bidder to see if there really is a need for so 
much work. As I stated above, "If I can save you the cost of one unnecessary pier, my fee is 
covered by your savings."

Multiple bids are recommended from house levelers. I will inspect elevation measurements 
taken by the prospective contractor(s) to determine the best course of action.
This is an example of a simple, localized settlement failure, and can be repaired by the 
addition of only a few piers.

"I use my abilities to provide an unbiased opinion to homeowners (while considering the needs of the client) with  
respect to their problems in foundation distress (buying, selling or just fixing up). For a fixed fee I will provide  
guidance in structural distress relative to real needs, insurance claims, claims by foundation repair people, and  
consequences for real estate transactions. For an additional fee, data will be provided for tangible proof of repair  
effectiveness after the job is done. So that there will be no questions about guarantees, it is better for a first  
opinion in order to give the client more knowledge when talking to the contractor. However, I will critique  
previous recommendations."


